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Eckert was a woman who made sure
that the death of her husband and
those who died on September 11 would
not be in vain. In that process she
taught us all why we should not give
into the fear of terrorism.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of this resolution hon-
oring, Beverly Eckert, a great American. As a
9/11 widow, Beverly Eckert rose above a
daunting challenge. America has asked her to
not only overcome her grief over losing her
husband, but to take on a leading role as a
advocate for other victims.

Beverly Eckert, who died on February 12 in
the crash of Continental Connection Flight
3407 in Clarence Center, N.Y., was co-found-
er of Voices of September 11, a group rep-
resenting the victims of the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks. Her husband, Sean Rooney,
died in the World Trade Center. Under Eck-
ert’s leadership, Voices of September 11 grew
into an influential advocacy group of more
than 5,500 members. Eckert supported the
work of the 9/11 Commission and urged Con-
gress to adopt its recommendations. Less
than a week before her death, she met with
President Barack Obama at the White House
with other terrorist victims’ families to discuss
changes in the government’s handling of terror
suspects.

As a member of the House Committee on
Homeland Security and the Chair of the Sub-
committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture | am well aware of the importance of
keeping the memory of September 11, 2001 at
the forefront of our conscious.

This resolution honors Beverly Eckert for
her service on behalf of September 11 victims
and their families and recognizes her work to
bring about the implementation of the 9/11
Commission recommendations to prevent and
respond to acts of terrorism. It extends condo-
lences to Eckert’s family and the families of all
those who lost their lives in the Continental
Connection Flight 3407 crash.

Certainly the irony of Beverly Eckert dying in
a plane crash that appears to be weather-re-
lated is not lost on us. That does not diminish
the breadth of her work over the last eight
years. It is fitting that Beverly was greeted at
the White House by President Obama just a
week before she perished.

It is my hope Mr. Speaker that we continue
to honor Beverly Eckert and the other victims
of Continental Connection Flight 3407 and the
terrorist attacks of 9/11 by energizing our pur-
suit of the terrorists who hurt our nation. We
can do this by bringing to justice the perpetra-
tors of those attacks and the forces behind
them.

Mr. Speaker, | am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to speak to our nation at this poignant
time but also a moment where we can be re-
minded of the arduous task that this new ad-
ministration faces in pursuit of terrorists and
seeking to raise our profile as a nation of
peace. We can be a leader in the fight against
terrorism and still saving the world. We can
only hope that Sean Rooney and Beverly are
reunited in heaven.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
constituent and citizen activist, Beverly Eckert
who lost her life in the tragic crash of flight
3407 just a few weeks ago.

In addition to being a beloved sister, aunt,
and friend, Beverly, who lost her husband in
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the September 11 terrorist attack on the World
Trade Center, was an impressive activist and
will be missed, both for her outspoken work on
behalf of 9/11 victims and by those who knew
and love her.

After her husband died on September 11th,
Beverly co-founded Voices of September 11, a
group that serves those affected by the at-
tacks and advocates for effective response to
terrorism.

In the days, weeks and years after the 9/11
attacks, Beverly was a tireless advocate for
the victims’ families. She spearheaded pro-
tests that led politicians to set aside more land
for a memorial at Ground Zero, fought to en-
sure federal authorities would thoroughly
probe the cause of the twin towers’ collapse,
and spoke eloquently again and again about
her husband, Sean Rooney, and the many
others who died that day.

As a member of the Family Steering Com-
mittee, a group of relatives of victims of 9/11,
Eckert helped to spearhead the public fight for
a 9/11 Commission to investigate the attacks.

Throughout the years, Beverly remained ac-
tive in the fight against terrorism. This winter
she met with President Obama at the White
House along with other relatives of those killed
on 9/11 and in the bombing of the USS Cole
to discuss how the new administration would
handle terror suspects.

Beverly’s activism should remind all of us
what the actions of one person can do. While
she did not work alone, we all have her to
thank for making us safer today. Her patriot-
ism should be admired and her citizenship
should serve as a model for us all.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 201.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

————

RECOGNIZING THE HOMELAND SE-
CURITY DEPARTMENT ON ITS
SIXTH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 195) recognizing and
honoring the employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security on its sixth
anniversary for their continuous ef-
forts to keep the Nation safe.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 195

Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity was created as a result of the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001, to consolidate
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our Nation’s efforts to prevent, prepare for,
protect against, respond to, and mitigate
against threats to the homeland, including
acts of terrorism, natural disasters, and
other emergencies;

Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity marks its sixth year of full-scale oper-
ations on March 1, 2009;

Whereas more than 223,000 employees of
the Department of Homeland Security work
diligently to deter, detect, and prevent acts
of terrorism and stand ready to respond to a
terrorist attack, natural disaster, or other
emergency;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security are dedicated individ-
uals who rarely receive the recognition they
deserve;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security work tirelessly to pro-
tect our Nation, frequently working long
hours and sacrificing time with their loved
ones;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security support the Depart-
ment’s mission to secure the borders, protect
critical infrastructure, share information,
facilitate safe and lawful travel and trade,
and work with States and localities to en-
hance preparedness;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security deserve the best in
training and resources to accomplish their
vital mission;

Whereas the United States has not been at-
tacked since September 11, 2001, and this is
due in large part to the dedicated service of
the employees of the Department of Home-
land Security; and

Whereas the Nation owes a debt of grati-
tude to the employees of the Department of
Homeland Security for their continued and
steadfast efforts to secure the homeland:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes and honors the employees of
the Department of Homeland Security on its
sixth anniversary for their continuous ef-
forts to keep the Nation safe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARNEY) and the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on the resolu-
tion under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
House Resolution 195, a measure to
honor the employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and to
mark the sixth anniversary of the De-
partment’s creation.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity was tasked with the Herculean re-
sponsibility of coordinating with State,
local, and tribal entities to prevent fu-
ture terrorist attacks, secure our bor-
ders, and to prepare for and respond to
events of national significance. Com-
prised of 22 different Federal agencies
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and employing over 223,000 of our finest
Federal employees, DHS quickly be-
came one of the largest Federal depart-
ments.

Twenty-four hours a day, 7 days a
week, 365 days a year, employees of the
Department of Homeland Security are
working to prevent and prepare for any
threat to our country. At this very mo-
ment they are patrolling our skies, se-
curing our borders, sailing our coastal
waters, and screening people and cargo
entering our country. They are also
collaborating, cooperating, and coordi-
nating with State, local, and tribal
governments and first responders in all
50 States and our territories to ensure
we can respond to any future large-
scale events either man-made or nat-
ural. These dedicated Homeland Secu-
rity employees are working tirelessly
to improve the safety for all Americans
and are doing a commendable job.

Department of Homeland Security
employees stand willing, ready, and
able to respond should catastrophe
strike. They work long hours to deter,
detect, and prevent acts of terrorism
against the homeland. They can be
sure that Congress will continue to
conduct vigorous oversight of manage-
ment at DHS, but I cannot stress how
much we truly appreciate the work of
the dedicated DHS employees working
to protect the safety of all Americans.

My thanks to Congressman BILIRAKIS
for introducing the resolution and to
the Speaker for the time on the floor
today. I encourage my colleagues to
support House Resolution 195 as we
honor the employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the men and women of the Department
of Homeland Security who work dili-
gently to secure our Nation.

I'm proud to introduce this resolu-
tion with Congressman CHRIS CARNEY,
chairman of the Subcommittee on
Management, Investigations, and Over-
sight, on which I serve as ranking
member.

Chairman CARNEY, I look forward to
working with you this Congress, and I
think our subcommittee is getting off
to a great start by having this resolu-
tion on the floor today.

I also want to thank Chairman
THOMPSON, Ranking Member KING, and
the other members of the Committee
on Homeland Security who joined as
cosponsors of my resolution.

My district is home to many of the
department’s employees, including
Transportation Security officers, Cus-
toms and Border Protection officers,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
agents, and Coast Guardsmen. I thank
them for the work they do day in and
day out to ensure that Florida, and our
Nation, is secure.

These employees often do not receive
the recognition they deserve. The fact
that our Nation has not been attacked

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

since September 11, 2001, is due to their
tireless efforts. They work long hours,
often sacrificing time with their loved
ones, to get the job done.

In 2006 the Department of Homeland
Security ranked nearly last in the Of-
fice of Personnel Management’s Fed-
eral Human Capital Survey, showing
overwhelming employee dissatisfaction
and low morale. Since that time the
department, under former Secretary
Chertoff’s leadership, has worked to ad-
dress these issues, and I'm pleased to
report their efforts are paying off.

The Office of Personnel Management
recently released the results of the 2008
Federal Human Capital Survey, and
the department showed improvement
in nearly every category of the survey,
ranking in the top five of most im-
provement among Federal agencies.
The largest increase came in the job
satisfaction indices, evidencing a
much-needed increase in employee mo-
rale.

This is great news, but more work
needs to be done, Mr. Speaker. The de-
partment will now use the results of
this survey to further improve working
conditions at the department and with-
in its components. As the ranking
member of the Subcommittee on Man-
agement, Investigations, and Over-
sight, I look forward to working with
the department and Chairman CARNEY
to address the concerns of the employ-
ees, improve morale, and foster a ‘‘one
DHS”’ culture, so very important. The
department’s employees deserve noth-
ing less, in my opinion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
join me in honoring the hardworking
men and women of the Department of
Homeland Security by supporting this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As you have heard, Mr. BILIRAKIS and
I discussed the Department of Home-
land Security and the importance of
the employees and the incredible tal-
ents that they represent in protecting
us 24/7/365. It’s actually the most im-
portant job we have in this country
right now. They are Kkeeping the bor-
ders safe. They are making sure we are
not attacked, and they have prevented
the attacks since 9/11. That in com-
bination with our support will make
them the finest domestic force that we
have.

I encourage every Member of this
body to vote for H. Res. 195.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in support of House Resolution
195.

As Chairman of the Committee on Home-
land Security, it is an honor for me to join Mr.
BILIRAKIS in recognizing the employees of the
Department of Homeland Security on the sixth
anniversary of the Department’s inception.

Since its creation, the Department’s mission
has continued to grow and evolve. While the
initial impetus for the Department’s creation
was the horrific terrorist attacks of September
11th, the Department has since grown into an
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agency that is charged with not only protecting
us from terrorism, but also protecting us from
dangerous goods, emerging threats, and co-
ordinating response to catastrophic incidents.

Despite a host of challenges and repeated
internal reorganization, the Department’'s em-
ployees have worked tirelessly to ensure con-
tinued security for all Americans. Their dedica-
tion in the face of frequent internal adversity is
to be commended.

The Department’s employee workforce rep-
resents hundreds of occupations, from sci-
entists to emergency managers to border pa-
trol agents to economists. And, although the
make-up of the Department is diverse and em-
ployee responsibilities are plentiful, all of its
employees are united in carrying out the De-
partment’'s mission to protect the American
people, reduce the risk of terrorist attacks, and
enhance the Nation’s preparedness and re-
sponse capabilities.

| pledge to them, that | will continue to work
to ensure that employees have the necessary
resources and training to do their jobs. These
dedicated individuals should also be afforded
with full protections and rights that are given
to other employees in the federal government.

As the Chairman of the Homeland Security
Committee, | have repeatedly challenged the
Department’s senior leaders to make the De-
partment a top-notch agency. | believe that the
Department’s workforce cannot be taken for
granted.

With the change in leadership at DHS, there
is a real opportunity to improve morale by in-
vesting in the men and women that help keep
the nation secure. | look forward to working
with Secretary Napolitano and the rest of the
Department’s leadership to make sure that
they get the training, resources, and support
that they need.

| urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion and thank the men and women who make
up the Department of Homeland Security for
their constant vigilance and commitment.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| want to thank you for an opportunity to speak
on an important anniversary. As we honor the
Department of Homeland Security we also
take the time to salute the nearly 223,000 em-
ployees who make up the agencies staff. | re-
cently had the pleasure of meeting the new
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, Janet Napolitano and made sure to
mention how proud | am of her staff.

Congress created the Homeland Security
Department as a result of the tragic events of
September 11, consolidating the nation’s ef-
forts to prevent, prepare for, protect against,
respond to, and mitigate threats to the home-
land. On March 1, 2003, the Homeland Secu-
rity Department united 22 agencies, and 2009
marks its sixth year of full-scale operations.

As a member of the House Committee on
Homeland Security and the Chair of the Sub-
committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture | am well aware of the sacrifice and dili-
gence of the more than 223,000 Homeland
Security employees who work in the depart-
ment. This resolution recognizes and honors
the employees of the Homeland Security De-
partment on its sixth anniversary for their con-
tinuous efforts to keep the nation safe.

Our nation has remained safe since the ter-
rorist attacks thanks to the hard work, fas-
tidious attention to detail and dedication of the
many employees of this Department.

The day-to-day tedium that the profes-
sionals at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity only serve to underscore how vital they
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are as a protective force. Mr. Speaker, they
truly are on the frontlines, at our nation’s busi-
est ports. They are the people who make sure
that our children can walk home from that little
red schoolhouse; they are the people who
allow us to exercise our constitutional right to
travel freely and associate with whom we like;
they are the people who allow us to proclaim
loudly that “I have the right to free speech,” to
essentially be American.

| would also be remiss if | did not take note
of some of the tasks that the department faces
this year onward. The Department of Home-
land Security is an integral part of the plan to
increase usage of safer and more efficient
mass transit. We must utilize our federal dol-
lars to improve our rail and over-the-road bus
systems. We must work to ensure safe pack-
age by training workers to be the best they
can and to continue to take pride in their work.
These improvements must be modernized to
be the best security and safety systems.

The Transportation Worker Identification
Credential or TWIC program must be updated
to allow for seamless processing for our work-
ers most of whom depend on their jobs to
feed their families. Border and Maritime secu-
rity is the absolute beginning of what it means
to be a safe country.

Transportation Security Administration or
TSA workers must continue to be better
trained because they are on the frontlines of
our nation’s airport security. These workers
must also be afforded the opportunity to have
collective bargaining rights if they chose and
the ability to report fraud, corruption and
wrongdoing. That is the essence of the whis-
tleblower protections which we just voted to in-
clude in H.R. 1 that | fought for and will con-
tinue to press, and yes, even in a Democratic
administration. Mr. Speaker, these are just a
few of the laundry list of items that Secretary
Napolitano and her staff will tackle in the com-
ing months and years. | am confident though
that they are up to the task of making the De-
partment of Homeland Security an even better
federal agency.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to de-
clare my support for the employees of the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS) and to
thank them for their important service to our
country. | recognize that their tireless work
and dedication often keep them from their
families and loved ones. Accordingly | wish to
thank them for the sacrifices they make in
their service to our nation.

However, | believe it is important to point
out that more must be done to support all of
the employees at DHS. In 2003 the former ad-
ministration terminated the collective bar-
gaining rights of TSA screeners just as TSA
workers were ready to vote on joining the
union of the American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees (AFGE). Transportation se-
curity workers deserve collective bargaining
rights. It is an insult to these dedicated men
and women within DHS, including FEMA and
Border Patrol, that their rights to organize
have been denied. Transportation Security Of-
ficers deserve the same collective bargaining
rights enjoyed by other employees of the Fed-
eral workforce.

| unequivocally appreciate the dedicated
service of DHS employees. Their hard work
and commitment to public service is out-
standing and valuable.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CARNEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 195.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF MULTIPLE SCLE-
ROSIS AWARENESS WEEK

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 14)
supporting the goals and ideals of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness WeeKk.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 14

Whereas multiple sclerosis can impact men
and women of all ages, races, and ethnicities;

Whereas more than 400,000 Americans live
with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas approximately 2,500,000 people
worldwide have been diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas every hour of every day, someone
is newly diagnosed with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas it is estimated that between 8,000
and 10,000 children and adolescents are living
with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas the exact cause of multiple scle-
rosis is still unknown;

Whereas the symptoms of multiple scle-
rosis are unpredictable and vary from person
to person;

Whereas there is no diagnostic laboratory
test available for multiple sclerosis;

Whereas multiple sclerosis is not genetic,
contagious, or directly inherited, but studies
show there are genetic factors that indicate
certain individuals are susceptible to the dis-
ease;

Whereas multiple sclerosis symptoms
occur when an immune system attack affects
the myelin in nerve fibers of the central
nervous system, damaging or destroying it
and replacing it with scar tissue, thereby
interfering with or preventing the trans-
mission of nerve signals;

Whereas in rare cases multiple sclerosis is
s0 progressive it is fatal;

Whereas there is no known cure for mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition,
an affiliation of multiple sclerosis organiza-
tions dedicated to the enhancement of the
quality of life for all those affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis, recognizes, and celebrates
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition’s
mission is to increase opportunities for co-
operation and provide greater opportunity to
leverage the effective use of resources for the
benefit of the multiple sclerosis community;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition
recognizes and celebrates Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week during 1 week in March
every calendar year;
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Whereas the goals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week are to invite people to join
the movement to end multiple sclerosis, en-
courage everyone to do something to dem-
onstrate their commitment to moving to-
ward a world free of multiple sclerosis, and
to acknowledge those who have dedicated
their time and talent to help promote mul-
tiple sclerosis research and programs; and

Whereas this year Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week is recognized during the
week of March 2, 2009 through March 8, 2009:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(2) encourages the President to issue a
proclamation in support of the goals and
ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(3) encourages States, territories, posses-
sions of the United States, and localities to
support the goals and ideals of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week by issuing proclama-
tions designating Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week;

(4) encourages media organizations to par-
ticipate in Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week and help educate the public about mul-
tiple sclerosis;

(5) commends the efforts of the States, ter-
ritories, and possessions of the United States
who support the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(6) recognizes and reaffirms our Nation’s
commitment to combating multiple sclerosis
by promoting awareness about its causes and
risks and by promoting new education pro-
grams, supporting research, and expanding
access to medical treatment; and

(7) recognizes all people in the United
States living with multiple sclerosis, ex-
presses gratitude to their family members
and friends who are a source of love and en-
couragement to them, and salutes the health
care professionals and medical researchers
who provide assistance to those so afflicted
and continue to work to find cures and im-
prove treatments.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. CAPPS) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE).

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
first let me thank my colleague the
gentlewoman from California, Mrs.
CAPPS, for yielding me the time. As a
former nurse, Congresswoman CAPPS
understands very, very well what peo-
ple with multiple sclerosis must go
through. I appreciate her work in man-
aging this resolution. I thank her for
her advocacy on behalf of people with
MS and for working to ensure that ev-
eryone has access to quality, affordable
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